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e Though one shold live an hundred years,
Without wisdom and concentration,
Yet, better is a single day's life

Of one who is wise and meditative.
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From Mr.Sathienphong Wannapok, The Buddha's Words in the Dhammapada, lesson 11 of ‘The Thousands’
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PURPOSE

The Light of Dharma is a bilingual semiannual magazine in Thai and
English. It is sponsored by Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation.
lts content is about the teachings and knowledge of Buddhism, stories
of important characters in Buddhism and news about Buddhist activities
in Phuket, including the Phraphutthamingmongkhon Ek-nakkhiri Project
(The Big Buddha of Phuket) at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd under
the supervision of Kittisangkharam Temple (Wat Kata). Our purposes are
to contribute Dharmic knowledge at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd
and through various other medias of the foundation as well as donating
copies of the magazine to public amenities such as libraries, government
organizations, charity organizations and other suitable places in Phuket. This
magazine project is run by the same editorial board that used to run a
magazine project of the same name, which was then sponsored by the
Phuket Buddhist Society 2007-2008. The first issue of this new magazine is
scheduled to be the July-December 2016 issue.

Any libraries, education institutes, organizations and individuals who are
interested in receiving this magazine for public benefits may contact the
foundation by using the contact details below.

Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
42/14 Moo 2, Thepkrasattree Road, Rasada Sub-District, Muang District,
Phuket Province 83000
Tel: 08 6328 0369, 076 373 138-9 Fax: 076 373 140

Email: MingmongkolPhuket@gmail.com
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Editorial Preface

The cover story of this issue, "War, Elephant Trade, Temple Building," includes
an article titled "Visiting Paklok Temple: 157 Years." This article provides a guided tour
through the history of the ancient temple, highlighting its evolution across various
social dimensions. It emphasizes the significance of cultural tourism, positioning it
as equally important as mainstream tourism. The issue also features a travel article
discussing guidelines for promoting local historical and cultural tourism, presented by
the Senate Tourism Committee in collaboration with the Praphutthamingmongkhon
Sattha 45 Foundation (February 9, 2024).

As the author of this piece, | have experience in cultural work, having been
a Former committee member of the Phuket Provincial Cultural Council and former
director of the Office of Arts and Culture Phuket Rajabhat University. | currently oversee
the academic affairs of the foundation. | am confident that while mainstream tourism,
such as nature tourism or vibrant nightlife tourism, may provide immediate satisfaction,
cultural or historical tourism offers enduring love. It gradually develops through
knowledge and memorable experiences of the place, creating a lasting connection.

If you like it, you'll like it right away!
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PHUKET BUDDHIST ACTIVITIES

(1) Study Tour 1

July 25, 2023

Forty-five new students were welcomed to
the Khun Mae Siri Karinchai Meditation Training
: Course held at Aochalong Villa Resort & Spa,
where Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45
Foundation President Suporn Vanichakul was
among the instructors lecturing on the tenets
of Dhamma.

(2) Study Tour 2

July 27, 2023

Eighty-seven school teachers and staff from Nong
Ya Plong District of Phetchaburi Province paid their

Phuket, where one Garden instructor expanded on J :
the topic of Religious Buddhism in the province, y =
and another introduced the meditation training
course, "7 Minutes to Happiness." k

(3) Awards

August 7, 2023

Ministry of Public Health officials from across the
country, in Phuket on government business, presented
their Outstanding Hygiene Award to the Buddha
Garden on Mt. Nakkerd. Local scholars from the
24 Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation then
A lectured on Phuket Sanitation in the Past, comprising
a history of public health issues in Phuket during the
reigns of Rama lll, Rama V, and Rama VI (1824 - 1925).

7 Minutes to Happiness

"7 Minutes to Happiness" is an activity organized by the Buddha Garden on Mt.
Nakkerd, featuring short, moving meditation sessions. These sessions are designed
to help visitors practice mindfulness and achieve inner peace, contributing to their
overall well-being. The activities are conducted simply under the Bodhi tree in
front of the Big Buddha. Interested participants can join the training anytime the
instructor is present. No registration or fees are required.

The Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd reports a significant increase in international
visitors participating in the training over the past year. The editorial team of "The
Light of Dharma" believes that many of these visitors seek mental tranquility
amidst ongoing crises in some countries. Photos of the "7 Minutes to Happiness"
activity have been curated to encourage those aware of such crises. You can view
the training method via the QR code on the back cover of this journal.
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: (4) Mother's Day 2023

| August 11, 2023

“ Thai Mother's Day 2023 activities at Dowroong
| Wittaya School in Phuket included lecturers from
the Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Founda-
tion. Their topics: Buddhism; the erace of mothers;
and Queen Sirikit visiting Phuket with His Majesty
King Rama IX.

j WW/W

L

(5) Temple Donation
September 26, 2023
Representatives from Praphutthamingmongkhon I
Sattha 45 Foundation donated a high-pressure water
sprayer to Wat Kittisangkharam (Wat Kata). Phra Khru
Wisutthikittiyaphon, the wat's abbot, accepted it
gratefully on behalf of the temple, where it would
find many uses.

(6) Kata Temple Sanitary Cleaning

October 3, 2023

Big Buddha Phuket sent a water truck and staff
i to spray and clean Kata Temple's parking lot and
activity areas preparatory to activities centered on
the southern Thai traditional holiday Sart Duen Sib,
held Saturday, October 14, 2023.

1. 7.6.23 Family from England

2.18.7.23 East and West

3. 29.9.23 Receiving the Prime Key booklet

4. 1.10.23 Simple Peace

5. 16.10.23 Present Moment

6. 3.2.24 Family from Israel

7.8.2.24 From London

8. 10.3.24 Two families from the Czech Republic meet by chance
9. 9.30.24 From Russia
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(7) Supporting Tradition

October 14, 2023

Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
delivered ingredients used to prepare vegetarian
food for participants in Phuket Vegetarian Festival to
fifteen Chinese shrines. The annual festival was held
October 15 - 23, 2023.

(8) Beloved Great King

October 23, 2023

King Chulalongkorn Memorial Day: Praphutthaming-
mongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation paid ritual homage
in memory of His Majesty's great benevolence. King
Chulalongkorn (also called Rama V) was the first Thai §
monarch to visit Phuket, on March 3, 1872.

(9) Felicitations to Buddhist Monks

November 25, 2023

The Foundation congratulated 31 monks from Phuket who passed the
2023 Dhamma studies examination for Dhamma Scholar First Grade -
Sanam Luang. Among them were two residing in the temporary quarters
for monks at the Big Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd.

For Those Given a Chance

The Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation has provided rice bags,
essential items, and packed meals to the Phuket Probation Office. These supplies
are intended for probationers who have been given the opportunity for parole or
sentence reduction or who are in the process as ordered by the court. The initiative
also includes community service activities to support the families of underprivileged
or strugeling probationers. The Light of Dharma has selected and displayed some
photos of these efforts.
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(10) Chalong Hospital Development

December 16, 2023

Dr. Chuchart Nijvattana, Director of Chalong Hospital,
invited the Chalong Hospital Development Com-
mittee (including representatives from the Praphut
thamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation) to discuss
hospital development plans.

(11) Bangwad Run

December 17, 2023

The traditional Bangwad Dam Charity Run was organ-
ized by Vachira Phuket Hospital to help fund medical §
equipment purchases. In support thereof, thePraphut-
thamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation provided
150 boxed meals, 200 coconuts, 100 boxes of fruit, |
and 400 pieces of Pipo jelly Drinking Water size 350
ml. 100 packs.

(12) Donation to Vachira

December 18, 2023

Representatives of the Praphutthamingmongkhon
Sattha 45 Foundation donated ten floor fans to
Vachira Phuket Hospital.

#1 1. June 15, 2023
— Donating essential items
2. July 29, 2023
— Donating 100 meal boxes
3. August 3, 2023
- Donating rice
4. September 12, 2023
- Donating rice and cooking oil
5. September 14, 2023
- Donating rice
6. September 19, 2023 - Donating rice
7. December 4, 2023 — Donating rice
8. January 9, 2024 — Donating rice
9. January 25, 2024 - Donating rice
‘\". 10.February 13, 2024 - Donating rice
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(13) Chalong Provincial Police Station Celebration
October 26, 2023
Representatives of the Praphutthamingmongkhon
Sattha 45 Foundation presented a replica of Phra
| Phuttha Ming Mongkol Eknakakhiri (the Big Buddha of
M Phuket) to Chalong Police Station, in Mueang District
§ of Phuket Province, during ceremonies related to
¥ opening of the new police office building.

(14) Paying Homage to the Big Buddha

December 30, 2023

Arkom Phusri, newly appointed commander of Phuket
Provincial Prison, led officials in paying homage to the Big
Buddha. They also presented a New Year gift to President of
the Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation Suporn
Vanichakul.

141900 ALN

- (15) Seven-Day Accident Prevention Campaign
December 30, 2023

Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
donated a hundred packs of drinking water and six
cases of energy drink to the Road and Sea Accident
Prevention and Reduction Operations Center for
the 2024 New Year festival, December 29, 2023, to
January 4, 2024.

o UOVENSSMMBIIMIN WiNE) ¢ R

g gt wislmidaniageia

For the Needy

The Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
has prepared survival kits for volunteer networks and
local health volunteers in surveyed areas to distribute to

families in need of assistance.




The Light of Dharma July 2024 - June 2025 23

(16) Doctors' New Year Greeting

January 9, 2024

Doctors from Vachira Phuket Hospital presented a gift basket to Suporn
Vanichakul, President of the Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45
Foundation, in appreciation of his support for emergency room
development, and for coordinating support from the Thao Maha
Brahma Foundation related to purchase of the hospital's digital angiog-
raphy machine.

(17) Sao Phao Field Trip

January 11-12, 2024

Sao Phao Subdistrict Administrative Organization
in Nakhon Si Thammarat organized -- under the
guidance of Phang Nga, Krabi and Ranong's Chief
Monk - local students' educational field trip
to the Big Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd for
two days' training. Led by Big Buddha Phuket's
team, the students also visited Phuket Thai
Hua Museum.

~ ~  (18) Cultural Tourism

" February 9, 2024

Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
welcomed the Senate Tourism Committee, led by
Gen. Thanasak Patimaprakorn. The committee heard
a lecture on "Guidelines for Promoting Historical and
Local Cultural Tourist Attractions" by Foundation
scholars. Dr. Ratcharot Panyaboon, whose disciplines
are philosophy and religion, presented his research on
'Developing Religious, Artistic, and Cultural Tourism
of the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd."

. August 14, 2023 - Assisting homes damaged by storms and

providing  survival kits

. October 3, 2023 - Purchasing essential items for bedridden
patients

. October 30, 2023 - Donating items and a patient bed

. December 1, 2023 - For flood victims in Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province

. December 15, 2023 - Donating survival kits and adult diapers

. December 19, 2023 - Donating survival kits and adult diapers

. February 8, 2024 - For residents of Karon

. February 20, 2024 - Providing relief for those in need

. March 21, 2024 - Donating to 10 families

10. April 19, 2024 - Donating hearing aids
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+ (19) City Pillar Shrine

February 13, 2024

The Governor of Phuket called a meeting with
relevant sectors to discuss the restoration of the
Phuket City Pillar Shrine at the Provincial Hall. Suporn
Vanichakul, President of thePraphutthamingmong
Sattha 45 Foundation, attended as a supporter of

_ — the construction work.

(20) Makha Bucha Big Buddha 2024

February 24, 2024

On the eve of Makha Bucha Day 2024, Suporn
Vanichakul, President of the Praphutthaming-
mongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation, and the work-
ing group of the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd
invited three resident monks to perform a
candlelight procession ceremony around the Big
Buddha. Both Thai and international devotees
attended.

(21) Big Buddha Sky Run

" March 17, 2024

Phuket Province organized the "Phuket Big Buddha Sky
*. Run 2024," a marathon up to the Buddha Garden on
Mt. Nakkerd. The event, which attracted hundreds of
tourists, was overseen by Phuket Governor Sophon
Suwanrat. The early morning run ended just after nine
in the morning.

Kathina 2023 T —
The Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation : -
participated in the annual Kathina festival of 2023, which
includes the Buddhist Lent tradition at various temples both

within and outside Phuket Province.
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(22) Senators Go to the Big Buddha

March 23, 2024

Suporn Vanichakul, President of the Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation, welcomed the Senate
Local Administration Committee, led by General Lertrat Rattanavanich, to study the area in the Krabi and
Phuket provinces.

(23) Buddha Pouring Ceremony

March 31, 2024

The working eroup of the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd
brought three different Buddha statues to be enshrined
on pedestals at the base of the glass, silver, and gold
stairs in front of the Big Buddha of Phuket. Devotees
could pour the Buddha statues during the annual Song-
kran festival for auspiciousness.

—_

. July 22, 2023 - Collaborating with Dowroongwittaya School to
parade candle offerings to Khlai Temple, Phang Nga Province

2. November 5, 2023 — Offering food at three temples and one
shrine

3. November 11, 2023 - Offering food at three temples

| 4. November 19, 2023 - Kathina at Kitti Sangkharam Temple
(Kata)

5. November 20, 2023 - Kathina at Mongkol Nimit Temple (Royal
Temple)

6. November 21, 2023 — Setting up a booth at the Kathina festival

at Mongkol Nimit Temple
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(24) Meditation Training

April 19, 2024

Monks and meditation trainees, disciples of Phra
Rajphromyan (Luang Por Ruesi Lingdam) from Wat
Thasung in Uthai Thani Province, along with 10 partic-
ipants, stayed at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd.
They will be conducting their activities until April 25,
as per their request and granted permission.

(25) Wachira Health

January 14, 2024

The Big Buddha Phuket working group arranged for
a high-pressure water-spraying vehicle to clean the &§
drainage ditches around Vachira Phuket Hospital. Ly
This was done especially in areas where the drains
run under buildings, making it difficult to clean, as
requested by the General Administration Division
of Vachira Phuket Hospital.

(26) Russian Volunteers

January 16, 2024

Three Russian men with volunteer spirit came to help clear branches,
leaves, and other debris in the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd. They
started their work at 8:30 AM, supported by the Big Buddha Phuket
working group with materials and equipment. The three volunteers
plan to return the next day to continue their efforts.

Children's Day 2024
The Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation provided

scholarships, school supplies, and packs of drinking water, and
participated in the National Children's Day Festival of 2024.
This event was held on Saturday, January 12, for schools, mu-
nicipalities, and government agencies both within and outside

Phuket Province.
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(27) Dignitaries Worship at the Big Buddha
January 19, 2024

Suporn Vanichakul , President of the Praphut-
thamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation,
welcomed a group of dignitaries from Bangkok,
led by Mom Luang Anuporn Kasemsan and
General Sakda Saengsanit, who came to wor-
ship at the Big Buddha Phuket. Suporn gave
. a summary of Phra Buddha Garden on Mt.
Nakkerd project and euided them on a tour
of the site, including a worship ceremony for
the statue of King Chulalongkorn.

(28) For Chalong Hospital

January 23, 2024

Rawiphen Kingkaew, Deputy Director of Chalong
Hospital in Phuket, received funds and Sangha Dana
(monastic offerings) from the Praphutthamingmong-
khon Sattha 45 offer to nine monks who will chant
Buddhist blessings at the official opening ceremony
of Chalong Hospital on January 26, 2024. Phra Khru
Metta Phirom, the provincial abbot, will preside over
the ceremony.

1. January 15, 2024 - Donating scholarships to schools in the
Chalong subdistrict municipality

2. January 11, 2024 - Donating scholarships, bicycles, and drinking
water, and setting up a snack booth for schools in the Karon
subdistrict municipality

3. January 11, 2024 - Donating scholarships to Baanchalong School

4. January 11, 2024 - Donating scholarships and bicycles through
the Phuket Provincial Office

5. January 12, 2024 - Donating scholarships and bicycles to Koh
Sirae School

6. January 12, 2024 -Donating scholarships to Watlattiwanaram
School (Wat Tai)

7. January 9, 2024 - Donating scholarships to Watsawang Arom
School

8. January 13, 2024 - Setting up a snack booth at the Children's
Day event at the Army Headquarters, Bangkok

R
e
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LIGHT OF SHAUN

Dhamma by Ajahn Jayasaro

Phraphromphacharayanmuni (Shaun Jayasaro)

Kindness and love for people we like, or who are like us, is not so difficult.
It is not a spiritual accomplishment. Metta that draws the line at the cruel and
corrupt and violent people in the world is no metta at all. Metta makes no

exceptions. It recognizes no boundaries.

Metta requires a foundation of Right View, in particular a trust in the law of kamma.
It also requires the cultivation of mindfulness and wisdom. The more we observe
within ourself how defilement can hijack the mind at any moment, the more
compassion we feel for ourself and others. We realize just how difficult it must
be for those who have never learnt how to take care of their minds, and have no
inner defences. We see that there are no evil people out there, just puppets
manipulated by defilement. We take no pleasure in contemplating the suffering
that awaits them in the future as a result of the Kamma they have created. Instead

we wish all beings the joy of gsoodness and the safety from defilement that only the

Dhamma can provide.
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DHARMA TOUR

Touring Wat Pa Khlok: 157 Years of History’
Chote Khochaban

Tracing back through history, it can be said that this ancient temple emerged
from war, the elephant trade, and community expansion.

In the past, the eastern plains of Phuket Island were lush forests with waterways
connected to the sea. When the British Empire took control of parts of India, they
needed elephants from Thailand to strengthen their forces against the resisting natives.
Thai elephants, being strong and easy to train, were highly sought after.

Thus, in the late Ayutthaya period, during the reign of King Prasat Thong (1630-
1656), nobles from the Kachaban Department (the elephant trainers) were sent to
establish operations starting in the Takua Thung area of Phang Nga. They then expanded
across the Pak Prah Strait to the Thalang area (Phuket) to source and train elephants
to be sent to India. This included the construction of elephant kraals (enclosures)
in the area, which later locals referred to as "Pa Khok Chang" (Elephant Kraal Forest).

The elephant trade with the British, alongside pre-existing trades of tin,
amber, and other goods, brought significant revenue to the Kingdom of Ayutthaya. The
community of Ban Pa Khok Chang, or Ban Pa Khok, gradually expanded with the tin
mining industry, attracting Chinese laborers seeking fortune. These laborers established
communities at Ban Tha Ruea, known as "Ban Thung Chin" (Chinese Field Village),
and engaged in timber cutting for smelting tin in the Ban Pa Khok area, referred to as
"Ban Chin Tham Mai" (Chinese Logging Village). It is believed that the name Pa Khlok
eventually evolved from this historical context.

By 1867, as the community grew, Wat Pa Khlok was established as the
community center following Ayutthaya traditions. 157 years have passed, and it is now
called Wat Sopon Wanaram (meaning Beautiful Forest Temple) in Ban Pa Khlok, Moo
2, Pa Khlok Subdistrict, Thalang District. It has continuously developed into a spiritual
center for the Buddhists of Pa Khlok Subdistrict. The temple is peaceful and serene,
featuring exquisite murals in the ordination hall and a uniquely crafted principal Buddha
statue, a work of local Southern artisans.

Wat Pa Khlok is now a notable historical and cultural tourist destination in
Phuket Province.

Chote Khochaban invites local history enthusiasts and tourists with a passion
for exploring the past to visit Wat Sopon Wanaram (Wat Pa Khlok), an ancient temple
that has its roots in war, the elephant trade, and community expansion.

“This information is compiled from "The History of Buddhism: Wat Pa Khlok," posted at Wat
Sopon Wanaram (Wat Pa Khlok), Pa Khlok Subdistrict ; Thalang Phuket and Western Coastal Towns,
Panya Srinak, Art and Culture Publishing House, 2003.
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Inside the ordination hall
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The face of the principal Buddha statue, a masterpiece by local Southern artisans
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Mural depicting the Great Renunciation
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LIGHT OF SOUTH

Inviting the Believers Project 2023

Harin Sukavat

The "Inviting the Believers for Unity and Preservation in the Southern Border"
Project in 2023 received a letter from Phra Maha Manop Atirojano, the district chief
monk of Rue So - Srisakhon and the abbot of Wat AiJia-mangkhlaram in Sakor Subdis-
trict, Srisakhon District, Narathiwat Province. The letter requested assistance in inviting
monks to reside at various temples in Narathiwat Province, aiming to have five monks
per temple. This is to complete the Kathina ceremony, perform religious duties, and
provide moral support to the local people.

The foundation has received continuous support from Phra-ajarn Charun
Anangkhano of Dongyang Dharma Garden in Srisaket Province, as he has assigned 20
volunteer monks, his disciples, to reside and perform religious activities at temples in
Narathiwat Province throughout the Buddhist Lent period. The foundation appointed
Charun Jindaphon, an activities officer, to receive the first group of monks from Dong-
yang Dharma Garden and bring them to rest and prepare at the Buddha Garden on
Mt. Nakkerd at the end of June. They were invited to Narathiwat Province on July 6,
2023, and coordinated the project until its completion at the end of November 2023.
The project successfully held Kathina ceremonies at nine temples, including:

 Ban Aytui Monastery, Sribanphot Subdistrict, Srisakhon District

« Wat Paphai, Tanyonglimor Subdistrict, Ra-ngae District

» Wat Leenanon, Sukheerin Subdistrict, Sukheerin District

« Wat Tanyongmat, Tanyongmat Subdistrict, Ra-ngae District

« Wat Srisakhon, Sakor Subdistrict, Srisakhon District

« Wat Khuanmai-ngam, Bangpor Subdistrict, Muang District

« Wat Irjea Mangkhalaram, Sakor Subdistrict, Srisakhon District

« Wat Ibuetae, Changphuek Subdistrict, Chanae District

« Wat Khaokong, Lamphu Subdistrict, Muang District.

The volunteer monks in the project, who are disciples of Phra-ajarn Charun
Anangkhano, include:

« Phra Thongpoon Jiravuttano « Phra Payu Yannaveero
« Phra Prayat Dhammatheepo « Phra Panaskorn Devadhammo
 Phra Thanom Kantavanno « Phra Natthanon Thitakhuno

« Phra Sinchai Sumangkhalo + Phra Jamroen Dhammachoto

+ Phra Thongngern Sothano Phra Khomkrit Sutthajitto

 Phra Nonthakarn Chanthaseelo Phra Chookit Akkhapanyo

+ Phra Sirin Suchato
The Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation, hopes that the "Inviting the
Believers" project in 2023 will uphold the Buddhist religion, provide spiritual support
to the local community, and bring cultural happiness and stability to the religious
adherents in Narathiwat Province, fulfilling the aspirations of all involved.
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Jarun Jindaphon, the foundation's The foundation's activities team brings the
activities officer, drives to pick up the volunteer monks to stay at Wat Phranang-
volunteer monks at Dongyang Dharma sangin Phuket Province upon their arrival
Garden in Srisaket Province. on May 16, 2023.

On June 27, 2023, a meeting was held with ~ On July 2, 2023, monks on alms round in
Phra Maha Manop Atirojano, the subdistrict  the Patong area.

chief monk of Rue So - Srisakhon, at the

Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd.

Monks performed temple development
activities on July 18, 2023, at Wat Khaokong,
Lamphu Subdistrict, Muang District.
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Kathina ceremonies at various temples in Narathiwat Province after the end of Buddhist
Lent on October 29, 2023.

On November 25, 2023, the Kathina ceremony at Wat Khaokong in Muang Narathiwat,
presided over by Phra Sophon Khunathan, the chief monk of Narathiwat Province, and
Phra Thepsilvisut, the advisor to the chief monk of Region 18 and former monastic chair-

man of the project. This event marked the successful conclusion of the 2023 project.



50  ugwwsesysy nsngiau 2567 - dguien 2568
NEAVINOIIUSSSU

e luluuseIfAansiasnu
uIUNs guind

tuduifianuneiiniessvnisdiuanudidguesnsvesiisameiausssy Tnodieduil
9 nuAUS 2567 AmznITIANENINITeNiied Hlian nlae wa.e.5uANA URusens
thauzi3uila “uuimensdaaiuuvawisafisndeseiimaniuay Samsssuviesdiu”
& wseveusenAAa auAlFuilY yadnsvnvsiasea aivsn 45 Wudihiaue
dudu 1 lunsfamsufoanenisluimiagie sewireudl 7 89 9 quaiug 2567

Tnenmayatisaladie as.svsa Jygvy efngdruignisdinfaUzuas Tnusssy
uvInedesuigiin dafinaiaciide “esdnsmauniunsiBrsguriluaniunicl
1A3A-197 Jwhgunumvesyaise udauansgaiinssan1susenaun1sTINuTIEIeiulie
Annsvesyaisy ddldinauslubes “mavieaiioaBsimussaniosdiu” uas “nisvieadien
\TaUsyiRmans”

fensenszdunsviondieametaussaudy lifewsazaisusslosiuigin mn
sudvludentoafisamdnuarsesisgunaddmanduulouemansugia subunidly
TUsAaNANIID T

2 ¥
=

o A e A P Y iy, A
UANWSEETTURAUUY EUBLTDN “Neiauimasn 157 U7 Audni15ans twesiy
UAANUIYAINAIVIIAY

wa.9.5ufNA UJunUsens ueuvesfiseanun ans 2lna Usestuyaiiinsenmsiianag asnst 45



The Light of Dharma July 2024 - June 2025 51

ANENITUITNINTVIBAUNY AN Uavn1A Azl LgaumeANTINiUAMLIUTIIYaTEY
drunnegsmsuils s lasonmstulauna dula
Ru Julanes

© nasagu © o = . S
arsudusnuazaushdope L@ﬂﬁ?iéﬁﬂLﬁuaﬂmuﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ’]iﬂﬁﬂaﬂL‘V|‘EJ’J
HNEYNUIRYDALIWIALAA =
AN

[1H
l.l.u’m'mn‘lsdm.a%mmdaviamﬁm_
BaustiRmansuas Imusssuioniin
wWataue
AnEssSHBMSNISTionflus y@am
9 NHATWNE 2567




52 ugswsesysu nsngiau 2567 - dguien 2568

LIGHT OF CULTURE

Exploring Local History

Harin Sukavat

The government's recognition of the importance of cultural tourism was evident
on February 9, 2024. The Senate Tourism Commission, led by General Thanasak
Patimaprakorn, attended a presentation titled "Guidelines for Promoting Historical and
Cultural Tourism" at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd. This event was organized by
the Praphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation as part of their mission in Phuket
from February 7 to 9, 2024.

Dr.Ratcharot Panyabun, former Director of the Office of Art and Culture at
Phuket Rajabhat University, was invited by the foundation. He had recently completed
a r esearch project titled "Religious Organizations and Community Healing in the
COVID-19 Situation," highlighting the foundation's role. During the event, he presented
a micro-exhibition alongside the foundation's academic team, covering topics on
"Local Cultural Tourism" and "Historical Tourism."

The elevation of cultural tourism not only benefits Phuket but also other
primary and secondary tourist cities promoted through economic policies by the
government. To mark this important initiative, the magazine issue features the article

"Touring Wat Pa Khlok: 157 Years of History" on its cover.

General Thanasak Patimaprakorn presented a commemorative gift to Suporn Vanichakul,

President of the Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation.
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The Senate Tourism Commission and Visiting delegation and taking photos with the
various sectors attending the Hall of Glass, foundation's management team.

Silver, and Gold Staircases.
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Tourism Commission.
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LIGHT OF SIAM

Monuments of the Buddha in Siam(#4)

Prince Damrong Rajanubhab
Translated to English : Sulak Sivaraksa and A.B. Griswold

The Chieng Sen Period

(beginning around B.E. 1600, say 1050 A.D.)1

There are numerous Buddhist cetiyas in Lan Na of different styles which show they
date from different periods. The historical evidence suggests that Buddhism was
introduced into Lan Na from various places. First it must have come to Lan Na direct
from India as may be guessed from the monument of the Seven Spires Monastery a
short distance northwest of Chieng Mai. This is a copy, on a smaller scale, of the great
Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya in India. It shows that there was an ancient city on the
site of Chieng Mai, which may be the one mentioned in the chronicles under the name
of MUang Me Raming. This city was abandoned when Haripunjaya (Lampln) became
the capital’. In B.E. 1839 (A.D. 1296 King Meng Rai built his capital on this ancient site
and called it Chieng Mai, ‘the new city”.

Apart from the monument of the Seven Spires there are other Buddhist works
of the same period including at least one that was made in India, namely the stone
bas-relief kept at Wat Chieng Man in Chieng Mai representing the Buddha taming the
Nalagiri Elephant’. Others have been dug up in various parts of Lan Na, but they
appear to have been brought from India some time after 1000 B.E. (say 450 A.D.), and
are therefore not so old as some of the objects of the Dvaravatl period found at Nagara
Pathama’.

According to the chronicles Queen CammadeVl brought the Buddhist religion
with her from Labapurm when she went to rule over Haripufijaya. In fact there is
still an image of the LabapurT period at Wat Mahadhatu, Haripufjaya (Lampun). It
is called 'the Lavo Buddha' and is believed to have been brought there by Queen
Cammadevr °.

The majority of Buddhist monuments in Lan Na date from the time it was ruled
by King Anuruddha of Pagan, who conquered it around 1600 B.E. (1057 A.D.) and from
the period after the Tai conquered it around 1800 B.E. (1257 A.D.) and introduced the
Sinhalese form of Buddhism'.

| shall reserve the discussion of the influence of Sinhalese Buddhism on Buddhist
cetiyas in this country for the next section, which deals with the Sukhodaya period.
Here | shall discuss only the Buddhist cetiyas of Lan Na.

Dhatucetiya. - All the surviving reliquary monuments in Lan Na appear to have
been built after the establishment of Sinhalese Buddhism there. For the most part
they are stupas of Sinhalese type. But there are some other types, for example the
cetiya of Wat Pra Yun at Lamptn which seems to have been built on the model of
the Ananda Temple at Pagan®. The early monuments dating from the time when Lan
Na was an independent kingdom are extremely beautiful, such as the Cetiya Luang
at Chieng Mai’ (now in ruins, with only about half the structure surviving), the stupa
of Wat Pra Sing at Chieng Mai"® and the stupa at Wat Suan Dok (the ‘Flower garden
Monastery’) at Chieng Mai''. Other important monuments, such as the Brah Dhatu
Haripufjaya at Lampun, the Brah Dhatu Sudeb on Mount Sudeb near Chieng Mai, and
the Brah Dhatu Lampang Luang near Lampang (Fig. 1) were at one time doubtless
beautiful (perhaps in a variety of different styles), but they later fell into ruin and were
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rebuilt, at a time when the quality of craftsmanship had declined, in the form of what
is nowadays called the ‘Lao cetiya’”.

In connection with the old reliquary monuments of Lan Na we may note a re-
markable custom observed at the Brah Dhatu of Jom Tong south of Chieng Mai. Even
now it is still the custom to expose the relic on certain occasions to let people sprinkle
it with water and worship it, to the accompaniment of music, with much pomp and
devotion. It is kept in a series of caskets inside one another, in a small mandapa in the
vihara. This method of keeping it, and the ceremony performed when it is taken out,
are the same as are in use for the Tooth Relic in Ceylon. Anyone who has seen the
two ceremonies will agree that the relic of Jom Tong and the cult in its honor both
come from Ceylon. According to the Chronicle of the Jom Tong Relic it was brought
from Ceylon in B.E. 1994 (1451 A.D.)

Paribhogacetiya. - At one time there may have been Bodhi trees in Lan Na
grown from cuttings taken from the tree at Bodbgaya, and at later period from cuttings
from the tree at Anuradhapura in Ceylon®. The veneration paid to Bodhi trees in Lan
Na is similar to that prevailing in the south. Apart from that, there is a belief which must
be based on Sinhalese beliefs, that the Buddha came to this country several times to
take mercy on living creatures'. The chronicles of various places tell how he visited
them in person™.

Dhammacetiya. -There seem to be no ‘“Ye dhamma’ inscriptions in Lan Na,
and their absence is one evidence that the original introduction of Buddhism into
the region was not from DvaravatT®. But another type of dhammacetiya flourished
brilliantly in Lan Na after the introduction of Sinhalese Buddhism. Monks from Lan Na
went to study in Ceylon and came back with a thorough understanding of the Scriptures,
which they then taught in their own country. Among them were several accomplished
scholars who wrote books in Pali, such as the Jinakalamali, the Mangaladipani, and
at least ten other Commentarial works which still exist'’. According to the chronicles,
a Sangayana or Buddhist Council for the revision of the Scriptures was held at Chieng
Mai around B.E. 2018-2020 (1465-7 A.D.). But it seems that Pali scholarship flourished
in Lan Na only during the period between B.E. 1950 and 2200 (say 1400-1650 A.D.),
and it has gradually declined since.

Uddesikacetiya. - The most important type of uddesikacetiya in Lan Na consists
of images of the Buddha. Judging from those that survive, the earliest ones appear to
be copies of Indian models'. As more and more people were converted to Buddhism
and wished to found images, local schools of image-makers sprang up in different
places; changes were made in facial features and expression; and the images began to
differ in style according to the several schools. Within each style, no matter how large
or how small the images may be, it can be observed that they were all produced by
the same school of artists.

In the early Chieng Sen period very few standing images were made. Most of
the Buddha images of this period are seated with crossed legs on a lotus pedestal, in
the posture of subduing Mara; the rasmi has the form of either a round ball or a lotus
bud; the nipples are prominent; and the flap of the robe is short" (Fig. 2)*°. The lotus
pedestals of the Chieng Sen style are remarkable, and unlike those of any other styles.
In the later Chieng Sen period images of the Buddha were cast in numerous different
postures, borrowed from the iconography of Ceylon®.

Some Buddha images of the Chieng Sén period wear the royal attire, such
as the so-called ‘Bodhisattva of Haripufijaya’ in the Monastery of the Fifth King at
Bangkok. Some of them recall the style of Labapur, others wear the royal attire of
Lan Na. The reason why Buddha images wearing the royal attire should have been
cast in Lan Na is uncertain. This type of image originated in the Mahayana; but as we
said above, there is no trace of the Mahayana in Lan Na. It may be surmised that the
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Buddha images in Lan Na that wear the royal attire are copies of models brought up
from the south, and that they are intended to represent the future Buddha®.

Most images in Lan N3, unlike those of LabapurTand Dvaravatl, are cast in bronze
rather than carved in stone. This seems odd, because there are no copper mines or tin
mines in Lan Na, so the metal for making the images would have to be imported from
other countries; but we do not know how it was brought in or where it came from?.

Another kind of uddesikacetiya in Lan Na is the Sacred Footprint, which is an
object of great veneration. There is a quadruple Footprint at Chieng Dao in Chieng
Mai Province, and there are single ones at several other places™.

The Buddhist cetiyas of Chieng Séen style provided models for those of Lan
Chang, including Luang Pra Bang, Vieng Jan and all the country as far as Jampasak.
Judging from archaeological evidences it seems that Hinayana Buddhism of Dvaravatt
type reached the southern part of this area at an early date; the bronze Buddha images
from Wang Palat in Purframya Province which we mentioned above would date from
the same period. The monument of Dhatu Bnam is a great puzzle; as nothing like it
is known anywhere else it is hard to estimate its age”. The area also possesses many
sanctuaries of prasada type, built during the period of Khmer rule, some of them Bud-
dhist and some Brahmanical. The Chieng Sen style seems to have been introduced
after B.E. 2091 (1548 A.D,) when King Jayajestha established his capital at Vieng Jan.
But the craftsmen of Lan Chang were far inferior in skill to those of Lan Ng; the Lan
Chang images of the Buddha are of a special style colloquially known as ‘the images
of the White-Bellied Lao’*.

Sukhodaya Period
(beginning around B.E. 1800, say 1250 A.D.)

Before the Tai made it the capital of an independent Siam, Sukhodaya was for
a long period a dependency of the Khmer kings who ruled from Labapur'. It seems
likely that Mahayana Buddhism was the religion of Sukhodaya at that time, just as it
was the religion of Labapurl. The ruins of a number of Buddhist monuments in the
LabapurT style can still be seen

in the Sukhodaya region, such as the triple tower of Wat Pra Pai Luang north of
the old city of Sukhodaya®, the Sriratanamahadhatu at Chalieng (near Old Svargaloka)”,
and the prang of Wat Culamant south of Bisnuloka®. The dynasty of Pra Ruang came
to power at Sukhodaya at about the same time that Sinhalese Buddhism was making
rapid gains in Siam. That is why all the Buddhist cetiyas of the Sukhodaya period belong
to the Sinhalese Hiinayana school’.

The Sinhalese sect came into being with the revival of Buddhism in Ceylon
by King Parakramabahu around B.E. 1700 (1157 A.D.). From that time on, it flourished
brilliantly. When the fame of its virtues reached Siam, Burma, R@manfadesa and Cam-
bodia, monks from those countries went to study in Ceylon and were re-ordained in
the Sinhalese sect. As we have explained above (p. 5) they then returned to their own
countries to implant the Doctrine. | shall add a few words here to show how Sinhalese
Buddhism differed from other kinds.

Buddhism in India had declined nearly to the point of extinction when the
revival in Ceylon occurred. It had almost no adherents except outside of India, and it
was split into two major schools, the Hinayana and the Mahayana. As the countries
where Buddhism was still practiced had lost the educational links with India which
they had maintained at an earlier period, the Doctrine in each of these countries was
construed according to the knowledge and capacities of the local teachers. Instruc-
tion everywhere was based on the Canon and the Commentaries. In Tibet, China and
Japan however, where the Mahayana prevailed, the Canon had been translated into
the vernacular languages, so the religious texts were not taught in the original Pali or
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Sanskrit. On the other hand in Ceylon, Burma and Ramanfadesa, where the Hinayana
predominated, the Canon was still taught in Pali. As for Cambodia, where the Mahayana
was strong, the Canon was still taught in Sanskrit. So far as we can judge from archae-
ological evidence Siam, being located between Ra&manfadesa and Cambodia, at first
practiced the Hinayana but later adopted the Mahaydna in imitation of the Khmer,
so the Canon must have been taught in both Pali and Sanskrit in Siam. But in all three
countries -R@mannadesa, Siam and Cambodia-the Canonical texts, whether in Pali
or in Sanskrit, were almost certainly incomplete and corrupt. This was inevitable at
a time when books existed only in the form of manuscripts which had to be copied
over and over again; what was worse, they were written in a language the people of
these countries did not understand. Most of them therefore had to rely on the oral
interpretations and explanations of the local teachers.

Probably the only authoritative texts of the Canon were in Ceylon, where it had
first been put into writing®, and where it was later corrected by the venerable Bud-
dhaghosa™, as stated in the History of the Councils. When King Parakramabahu brought
about the revival of Buddhism by holding a Council and reforming the monkhood™,
he made it a rule for the monks to learn Pali thoroughly so as to be able to read the
Canon for themselves. The Sinhalese monks could therefore observe the rules of
monastic discipline more strictly than the monks of other countries® and had a better
knowledge of the Buddha's words. When Siamese, Mon, Burmese or Cambodian monks
went to Ceylon to study the Doctrine, they had to become thoroughly proficient in
Pali; otherwise they would not be able to read the Canon by themselves and gain a
direct understanding of the Doctrine. It is said in the chronicles that monks who went
to Ceylon to study would stay there several years, so as to be able to return to their
own countries with a sufficient knowledge of Pali to teach it. Ever since that time the
study of Pali has been considered essential for the monkhood, and it still is today.
This is one of the great benefits conferred on other countries by the Sinhalese sect at
that time.

Nevertheless the Sinhalese monks of that period, although they were so well
versed in the Canon, still held on to a lot of non-Canonical beliefs. They believed, for
example, that the Buddha had miraculously flown to various countries™. As for the
engravings of the Buddha's footsole which, according to a tradition going back to the
Emperor Asoka, were worshiped instead of images, they took them to be real footprints
of the Buddha which he himself had stamped at various places®. They also believed
that a share of the Buddha's bodily relics, which had been awarded to the Koliya
princes of RGmagama after the cremation, was carried off by a Naga king to the Naga
world, but was later recovered by a Sinhalese s@manera named Sonuttara by means
of his magical power38. That is why the Sinhalese monks believed that bodily relics
of the Buddha could still be found in Ceylon; there is even a treatise on the subject,
explaining how to tell a genuine relic of this sort from an imitation at first glance.
Lots of other beliefs like these had arisen in Ceylon from local traditions. When the
Sinhalese Sect was introduced into Siam, a better understanding of the Canon and an
improvement in monastic discipline were not the only things that came with it: a large
body of Sinhalese superstitions came too. The Siamese accepted the whole lot.

The Buddhist cetiyas of the Sukhodaya period are mainly copied from Ceylon.
As we have already observed, the Siamese do not reject the good and the beautiful
just because it is of foreign origin. They borrowed the good and the beautiful features
of various different styles and merged them together. In this way the characteristic
style of Sukhodayan Buddhist art was formed whose qualities are unsurpassed by any
other period.

The four traditional types of cetiya are all attested at Sukhodaya. We shall discuss
them one by one.
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Dhatucetiya. After the DvaravatT period, dhatucetiyas were built less and less
frequently because such a long period of time had passed since the Emperor Asoka's
time that relics were very difficult to find®”. Stupas continued to be built, but mainly
as architectural ornament, for example on the roof of a mandapa. In the Sukhodaya
period, with the arrival of the Sinhalese Sect, opinion changed; people began to believe
that bodily relics of the Buddha could be found in Ceylon; and it again became the
custom to give the place of honour to the construction of dhatucetiyas.

This can be seen from a passage in Ram Kamheng's inscription which says: 'In
1207 Saka [1285 A.D.] he caused the holy relics to be dug up so that everyone could
see them. They were worshiped for a month and six days, then they were buried in
the middle of S SaJJarralaya and a cetiya was built on top of them which was fin-
ished in six years’*. This cetiya is believed to be the stupa now called Chang Lom,
'surrounded by elephants’ (Fig. 3)*". There is also an inscription of Mahadharmaraja
(Brana Lidaiya) commemorating the founding of a cetiya at Nagara Jum to enshrine
a relic42. The inscription tells us that in the year sakarg@ja 1279 [1357 A.D.] Brana LI-
daiyargja Mahadharmarajadhirgja ‘brought this precious relic to enshrine in this city
of Nagara Jum. This precious relic is not an ordinary one, but a genuine relic [of the
Buddha] brought from far-away Ceylon®.’

Nearly all the dhatucetiyas of the Sukhodaya period reproduce the architectural
form of the Sinhalese stupa, and they served as models for stupas built right up to
the present day. The bases of certain important stupas are surrounded by figures of
elephants whose foreparts seem to be emerging from the wall; these are copied from
the Victory Monument of King Dutthagdmani in Ceylon™®.

There is another sort of dhatucetiya at Sukhodaya whose form may have been
invented there or else imported from somewhere else, | do not know where®.

It has a three-storeyed square base, then the main body of the cetiya which is redent-
ed, and finally a round dome in the form of a ball of rice (Fig. 4)*. There are several
examples of this type of monument at Sukhodaya, notably the central monument
of the Mahadhatu; there are some at ST Sajanalaya; there is one at Old Tak (Fig. 4),
there is one at Nagara Jum®, and there is one at Traitrinsa in Gampéng Pet Province.
This is the most characteristic type of Sukhodayan cetiya. It may be surmised that it is
the prototy ype for the redented cetiyas of the sort seen at Wat Jetubana (Wat Bodhi)
in Bangkok™.

At this period certain Khmer sanctuary towers of LabapurT style were converted into
dhatucetiyas by removing the main statue from the interior and replacing it with a
miniature stupa containing relics®.

The custom of building monuments in monasteries for the ashes and bones of deceased
persons may have started at this time. There are a lot of them in the Monastery of the
Seven Rows of Cetiyas at SiT Sajjanalaya™.

Paribhogacetiya. By this time all direct relations with India on Buddhist matters had
ceased’". In order to obtain seeds or cuttings of the sacred bodhi tree to plant in Siam,
it was necessary to send to Ceylon to get them from the tree at Anuradhapura. The
inscription of King Mahadharmaraja (Brana Lidaiya), after telling us about the relic which
was brought from Ceylon, adds: ‘Some seeds from the bodhi tree under which our
Lord the Buddha was sitting when he defeated the army of King Mara and attained
the omniscience of Buddhahood have also been brought here and planted behind this
reliquary monument™.” The custom of venerating bodhi trees from Ceylon continued
from the Sukhodaya period right down to the Bangkok period. It was only in the reign
of King R&ma IV [1851-1868 A.D.] that seeds from the bodhi tree at Bodhgaya were
brought to Siam to be planted, for example at Wat Pavaranivesa; and it was not until
the reign of King R&ma V [1868-1910 A.D.] that an actual bodhi tree from Bodhgaya
was brought to this country and planted at the Monastery of the Fifth King.



The Light of Dharma July 2024 - June 2025 67

"The term ‘Chieng Sén’ is a catch-all for any art produced in Northern Siam from the earliest times up to the
present, with the possible exception of the art of Haripurjaya. At the time this term was invented there was some
justification for it, because it was believed that some of the art called by that name was made before the found-
ing of Chieng Mai in 1296 A.D. It now appears that, apart from the art of Haripurijaya, the earliest works known in
Northern Siam date from soon after the founding of Chieng Mai. Some of these are at Chieng Sen, but most of
them have no known connection with that place, whose main flourishing occurred in the 17" and 18th centuries
during the Burmese occupation. (A.B.G.)

* The argument that Northern Siam received Buddhism directly from India rests on faulty premises. It received Bud-
dhism from Dvaravatr with the founding of Haripufijaya around the 8th century A.D. The Seven Spires Monument is
indeed a copy of the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya, but it was built in the 15" century, and not, as the author
seems to imply, some time before the 8th century. (A.B.G.) Later on the author thought the monument of the Seven
Spires might be a copy of the Mahabodhi Temple at Pagan, which was built in the 13th century A.D. But in 1951
Mr. E. W. Hutchinson produced historical evidence that the Seven Spires Monument was built by King Tilokaraja of
Chieng Mai around 1455 A.D. See Hutchinson, The Seven Spires, JSS XXXIX/1, pp. 1-68. (S.D.)

® In Chieng Mai the correct form of the King’s name is considered to be Mang Rai, not Meng Rai. (A.B.G.)

* On the basis of style and inscription, Madame van Lohuizen-de Leeuw considers this relief to have been made in
Bihar (Magadha), India, in the 10th century A.D. (see J. E. van Lohuizen-de Leeuw, The ‘Stone Buddha’ of Chieng Mai
and its Inscription, Artibus Asiae XXIV, 3/4, pp. 324-9). As she states, there is no means of knowing how or when it
reached Chieng Mai. (A.B.G.)

> It is not clear what images from Lan Na the author had in mind. As we have seen (note 50) his dates for Dvaravatr
art are several hundred years too early. (A.B.G.)

® When | made a tour of the northwestern provinces in B.E. 2464 (1921 A.D.) | went to examine the standing image
which is now called ‘the Lavo Buddha’ and concluded that it belongs to a much later date than the Labapurt
period; but | discovered another bronze image, which was in very ruinous condition apparently from having been in
a fire, and only the head and hands remained. The style of this image was authentically that of the Labapurt period.
I believe it to be the original ‘Lavo Buddha’. I had it deposited in the Museum of Wat Mahadhatu at Lamptn. (D.R.)
The image the author refers to at the beginning of this passage is probably the one at the Siri Got Monastery; the
fragmentary image is the one | attribute to the ‘U Tong B’ style of about the 14™ century; see above, note 81. If
this is right, the image cannot have been brought to Haripurjaya by Queen Cammadevl (8th century). (A.B.G.)

" As we have seen (note 14) it is most unlikely that Anuruddha or any other king of Pagan ever conquered Lan N3,
and there is no architecture in Lan Na that can be attributed to Anuruddha’s period. As far as we know Haripurijaya
remained independent under a Mon dynasty until conquered by the Tai around 1292 A.D. Sinhalese Buddhism was
not introduced into Lan Na until 1370 A.D. (A.B.G.)

® According to the chronicles and the inscription, this cetiya was built by the Thera Sumana in 1912 B.E. (1370 A.D.)
(D.R.) The chronicles and the inscription do not refer to the present monument, which was built around 1910 A.D.
The ruins of Sumana’s monument, which was built in 1370 A.D., are hidden inside it. (A.B.G.) Another monument
of unusual shape is the cetiya of Wat Pa Sak (the ‘Teak Forest Monastery’) at Chieng Sen, built in imitation of a
Srivijayan model in 1335 A.D. (S.D.)

’Begun in 1401 A.D. by King Sén Muang Ma; completed between 1478 and 1481 by King Tilokaraja. It was badly
damaged by an earthquake in the 16 th century. (A.B.G.)

" Built in the late 19th century on the ruins of an older monument built in the 14th century. (AB.G.)
" Built in 1373 by King G Na. (AB.G.)

" These monuments, and a great many others in Lan N, are really imitations of Burmese models. They were
built in the late 19th and early 20th century by Burmese residents of Lan Na who had made fortunes in the teak
business. (A.B.G.)

“The tree at Anuradhapura was grown from a layering of the original tree at Bodhgaya. (A.B.G.)

" According to the Ceylon chronicles the Buddha made three miraculous visits to Ceylon. Any place he is supposed
to have visited, whether in Ceylon or Siam, and particularly any landmark such as a large rock on which he is sup-
posed to have sat, would then be regarded as a paribhogacetiya or ‘reminder by association.” (A.B.G.)
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“In B.E. 2441 (1898 A.D.) when | made my first trip to the northwestern provinces, the Brah Gart Buddhavamsacarya
took me to see a place where the Buddha is supposed to have stood, and where a monastery was built, called
Wat Pra Yun, which still stands today. (D.R.) Apparently the author is referring to Wat Pra Yin near Lamptn; see
above, note 90. (A.B.G.)

' As explained above, it was introduced at Lamp(n from DvaravatT(S.D.)
" As these works are Commentaries or Sub-Commentaries on the Scriptures, they count as Dammacetiya. (A.B.G.)

'® Namely the Buddha images of Pala style (13"-16" century B.E., say 8"-11t" century A.D.). The early Chieng Sén
Buddha images must date from around the 17"-18" century B.E. (say between 1050 and 1250 A.D.). Over fifteen years
ago Mr. A.B. Griswold studied about a dozen Buddha images of early Chieng Sén style with dated inscriptions on the
bases ranging from B.E. 2013 (1470 A.D.) to B.E. 2108 (1565 A.D.), and also a large number of images of late Chieng
Seén style with inscriptions of the same period. He concluded that the early and late Chieng Sén styles were about
contemporary, that neither were as old as the earliest Sukhodaya images, and that Buddhism was not widespread
among the Tai before the Sukhodaya period. | have some doubts about his conclusions, because the early Chieng
Sén images with inscriptions are not so beautiful as those without them (Fig. 2), so those without inscriptions may
be earlier. We need further excavations at Chieng Sén and other old cities of Lan Na in order to decide the matter.
(S.D.) In my opinion most of the images from Lan Na which | designate as belonging to the ‘Lion type’, i.e. which
are copied from Pala models, date from the mid-15th to the mid-16" century A.D., though a few date from the
early 14th. None of them, however, are the oldest images in Lan Na. Those of the Haripufjaya school, deriving
from Dvaravati, very likely date from between 1100 and 1300 A.D. (A.B.G.)

¥ The author is here describing the ‘Lion type’ images; see Griswold, Dated Buddha Images of Northern Siam,
Ascona, 1959, pp. 32-39. The posture is that known in Indian iconography as vajrasana and bhomisparéamudra. The
rassmi, which is missing in the example illustrated at Fig. 10, is the finial on top of the ushnisha or protuberance of
the skull. In saying ‘the fap of the robe is short’ the author means that the flap of the robe over the left shoulder
stops above the nipple. (A.B.G.)

“Early Chieng Sén images of the Buddha resemble those of Java, doubtless because both stem from prototypes
of the Pala period in India. (S.D.)

"' The later Chieng Sén Buddha images, which date from around the 18th to the 21% century B.E. (say between
1250 and 1550 A.D.) were influenced by the art of Sukhodaya. They are found in ten different postures:
(1) subduing Mara; (2) meditation; (3) carrying the almsbowl; (4) making the impression of the footsole; (5) reclining;
(6) seated in the ‘European’ fashion; (7) gazing at the bodhi tree; (8) walking; (9) reflecting on the Abhidhamma;
(10) standing with the arms at rest. (S.D.) In my opinion the art that is usually called ‘late Chieng Sén’ began
about the same time as that called ‘early Chieng Sén’, but continued right up to the present day. It includes great
quantities of wooden images of the Buddha inscribed with dates in the 19th and 20" centuries AD. (A.B.G.)

* Ariyametteyya. For the probable origin of Buddha images wearing the royal attire, see note 22 in the Issue 12. (A.B.G.)
# Presumably copper came from Yin-nan in Southwest China and tin from Southern Siam. (5.D.)

* The Footprint on Adam’s Peak in Ceylon is supposed to have been placed there by the Buddha himself by
pressing his footsole into the rock. It is therefore a paribhogacetiya or ‘reminder by association’, while copies of
it are uddesikacetiya, ‘indicative reminders’. The quadruple Footprint represents those of the historical Buddha
(Gotama) and his three predecessors. (A.B.G.)

» Researches by Professor Boisselier indicate it was built around the 9" century AD. The tower was added in the
17". (AB.G)

A Lan Chang image of the Buddha which is much more beautiful than the rest is the one named ‘Pra Som’ in the
vihara of Wat Padumavanarama in Bangkok. There are other good examples of the style in the same monastery,
and also in Wat Hamsa, Dhanapurt. (D.R.)

“’LabapurTwas the seat of a Khmer viceroy. The kings of Cambodia had their capital at Yaodharapura (Angkor). (S.D.)

*There is little left of two of these towers, but the third is remarkably well preserved. Judging from the style it
was built in the reign of Jayavarman VII (late 12", early 13" century). Two other Khmer temples at Sukhodaya are
not mentioned by the author. One is the Sala Devaraksa, built in the reign of Stryavarman Il (first half of the 12"
century); the other is Wat ST Svaya, begun in the reign of Jayavarman VIl but left unfinished, and later on completed
by the Siamese. (A.B.G.)



The Light of Dharma July 2024 - June 2025 69

# The Sriratanamahadhatu, otherwise known at Brah Prang Chalieng, is a typical Ayudhyan prang, probably built
around 1475 when Ayudhya recaptured the province of Svargaloka from Chieng Mai. But there is reason to believe
it is built on the ruins of a monument dating from the reign of Ram Kamheng, which in turn was built on the ruins
of a Khmer temple. Nearby are the ruins of another Khmer temple, known as Wat Jao Jan, which dates from the
reign of Jayavarman VII. (A.B.G.)

**Wat CulamanT at Bisnuloka was built in 1464. The author adds in a footnote: ‘There may be other [monuments
of the Labapur style in the Sukhodayan region] which | have not seen. As for the Mahadhatu at Bisnuloka, it was
built in the Ayudhya period’. This is unquestionably right; the Mahadhatu at Bisnuloka can be safely dated in the
second half of the 15th century A.D. (A.B.G.)

*' This may not be true of those dating before 1340; see JSS, 60/1, p.51. (AB.G.)

*?In the first century B.C. (A.B.G.)

*In the 5" century A.D. (AB.G.)

*See note 1 in the Issue 11 (A.B.G.)

*i.e. they could observe it more strictly because they could understand exactly what the rules meant. (A.B.G.)
* See Mahavamsa, Chapter I. (A.B.G.)

ibid. (A.B.G.)

* See Mahavamsa, Chapter XXXI. (D.R.)

*The author believed the Dvaravatr period started not long after the death of Asoka, who had divided all the
Buddha's bodily relics he could find into 84,000 particles and distributed them widely; cf.

“Instead of paraphrasing this passage as the author has done, we give a direct quotation in translation. See JSS 59/2,
p. 217. (AB.G.)

‘" In the geographical center of the walled town of ST Sajjanalaya (Old Svargaloka). (A.B.G.)

“ Nagara Jum is on the right bank of the Ping, almost opposite the town of Gampéng Pet. The cetiya mentioned
in the inscription is believed to have been of the type called a lotus-bud tower in English, or Laﬁémijﬁnﬁmfm‘
in Siamese; but it is now covered over by the huge stupa of Burmese style built in the present century. (S.D.,
AB.G.)

*See JSS 61/1, p. 95. (AB.G.)

“This is the Mahathtpa or Ratanavalukacetiya (modern Ruvanvéli) at Anuradhapura, built by Dutthagamani in the
first century B.C. Wat Chang Lom at Sajjanalaya is surrounded by elephants of this type. (A.B.G.)

®The author later believed it came from China. (S.D.)

“ See note 19 in the Issue 11. For a fuller description of this sort of ‘lotus-bud tower’, see Griswold, Towards a
History of Sukhodaya Art, Bangkok, B.E, second edition, B.E. 2511, pp. 17-21, 33, 34, 41, 42, and Figs. 14-17, 22-3,
27, 32. (AB.G.)

‘" Unfortunately invisible; see note 42. (A.B.G.)
“It is hard to see how, as the two sorts of monument are so different in character. (A.B.G.)
“The author may be referring to Wat SiT Svaya at Sukhodaya (see above, note 28). (A.B.G.)

*° A type of Sukhodayan monument which the author omits to mention has the form of a mandapa with one or
more stupas on top. (S.D.)

> See note 23 in the Issue 10.

*?If we were to take this statement literally, it would mean that Mahadharmaraja obtained the seeds from Bodhgaya;
but as the statement comes right after the one about the relic having been brought from Ceylon it clearly implies
that the seeds were brought from Ceylon at the same time; see JSS 61/1, p. 95. After all the tree at Anuradhapura
had been grown from a layering of the tree at Bodhgaya. (A.B.G.)

AN
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Fig.2 Bronze image of the Buddha seated with crossed legs in the posture of subduing Mara. From North-

ern Siam. Private collection, Bangkok.
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Fig.3 Wat Chang Lom (the cetiya ‘surrounded by elephants’), Sri Sajjanalaya

Fig.4 Cetiya at old Tak
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AN

THREE LOTUSES

WORK GOAL

TThe foolish work for money,

Not other values, so they get only money.
The clever work for improvement;
They gain success and money.

The wise work for goodness and charity;
They receive friends, success, money,

And happiness.

N
e

lve o wa Snsmnaswg, Auld Auaain AuTIyg) Rurindadt 27), dvinfanimeny, i 42, 2559
Chai Na Pol A., The Foolish The Clever The Wise (27" edition), Sayam Publishing House, P. 43, 2016
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